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: FA Eing got ſafe to London, I1was dents tale the ik octane} 
to renew my Thanks r thegbliging Treatment SI Ear, from, 
you ter IONS (6. to diſcharge my P f Rep, 155 
the beſt Account I cag pickup inte f 
Pretenſions of the Prince of Wales which naw Cince King Wees ac, is 
_ the great Talk of the Town. ett il n. 8 | 
Iremember( upon Suppoſition of that Prigce” 8 being ſpy 07 Jon ex eg 


your ſelf with more than an ordinary; was Fd... ton 8 
Horror in the Mind of any; Man that had any, At, Honour an Ws | 
to ſee a Father up a Lon agaiglt the Intereſtsc 


own undoubted Children and. e Prgjudice,, 45 ok the: moſ ob; I 
ſtinate Jacobites would fin d it hard to get OVen : . 
But then, Sir, (as you alſo obſery fuck e ought to be well prov* 0, 4 
before it be beliew d. Indeed bare Suppoſit ns $40 yulgar Reports are not X 
ſtrong enough to ſupport a Matter of fa:ya Dope z 3s. this Buſineſs is 
to the Honour and Fwſtioe,, tothe Oaths ai d.Felig 7 of the Nation. 

For if the P. of N. Vas the true Chil Maß late K. James, and Born of th 
Oueen, I can't tell hom to avoid it, (as we Mae as Lam to the Preſent Go- 
vernment) but muſt grant, That he was in his Fathers Life- time the Lamfil 
Heir of theſe Kingdoms; and is nom, ſince his Heath, become our Rightful King, 
to hom we have Sworn, and are indiſpenſibly b d to bear Faith and True 
Allegiance. For, where an Oatb ĩs made to Air 1 Perſons diſtincHly and ſuc- 
ce vely, as che Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy are to the King, his "Heirs 
and Lawfud Succeſſors, we are by the Oath às firmly bound (reſpect "being had 
to the Time) to Theſe as to Him. Now ſince we are abſolutely engag'd by * 
Oath to the Right Heir, tis as abſolutely neceſſary, That we know who He 
is, and to whom our Jaths of Allegiance and Supremacy are to be paid, that 
the lawful King be not injur'd, nor the Subject involw' vo in the horrid Crime 
of Perjury; 5 Which jafliets ſuch a Wound upon the Conſcience, that the whole 
World can't cure. In ſo great therefore, and conſcientious an Affair, there 
certainly. oughę to be the ſevereſt Scrutiny: And if the P. of W. be an 
Tmpoſtor, the Cheat (in all reaſon) ought to be expos'd to ſhame, and the 

Deteion made Plain and publick, beth to vindicate our *. and to 
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 Kitisfie our Conſciences. To ſtruggle for an Impoſtor againſt One legally 


poſſe 
gfett our ſworn Duty to che Rightful noir. —— 
A Legal Oath binding to Civil Obedience and Lo yalty, is one of lee ena 7 Ports 
of a Cniſtian; w ich, dit is a Religious AQ in its own Nature, ſo is the ta- 
Ling and obſerva part of God's Honour 3 and there can nothing 
my derogatory to he 9 0 Maj 
8 , deſtructive,” mh 
eluding of it, or * in the Performance. So that this is a Matter 
Concihn become due ro us if we e break thoſe 
Cords we Rave bound our eee to-God Alniighty with. 
Tfetben it can be made out, That the P. of J. was true Born, his Fight to 
15 can ppon. Pretence be deny d: And moſt certain it is, That we ho 
Have ta t Oath 1 fiverfird Defend his Rigbt: And therefore 
a — itably dam be 
and in t * — Sin 0 Is pre- 
deen nettes A 9 5 
e (by the ray) Yast but Arp e ear into my Ink; whilſt: 1 chink 
= 5 Oat that have in our Age been ſram'd for Engines of State, to lay Bat- 
5 9 8 d Souls of por Men, ànd thoſe oppoſite: point- 
1 5 8 wender Had taken; which makes me confidently 
What 


* N 5 „rng 6 to any Zart of the 
N 5 tt ae it poo be now-zpphied' to this Neprobate Iſland. It makes me 
tremdle, Sir, to think of the Anſwer a Cl#zy-mitn gave to a-Fuſtice of Peace at 
| Cloygefer to whom, reproving bim for not taking che Oath ſooner, 
3 a, was tco ſoon they to Lahm bumſel, to ſave bis Family. - Ano 

ther, oo Ah e eatSorrow and Remorſe, Shen by bad bien ftaro'd, or hong d. ot 


torn in od by the Rabble, when be war wat peo Jecuted by them, rat4er than have taken 
Quiet Fo of his Mind! Till 

Not relate the 0 Madnefs others have fall'n into upon this Occaſiofl. 

But I can't forbear minding you ww Practice of the Tul, of whom Chiſti- 


the Oaths; whereby be fear a he bad tf 


Why in this particular, may earn a tender-piece 'of Humanity; who (my Au- 


tells me) are fo „ that vey they edo or never adminifter an Oath to 


Greek, Jew, or an) other Nan; and the Reaſon is, That if the Pari ſworn. 
does take the Oath upon böpes ot future a dantage, or for evading Danger and 
 Panifhment, and afterwards recindi it, they think "themſelves to be involv'd 


in the Perjury, and io acceſſary to his Damnation. And our Civil Law has a 
Canon conforant to this; viz. *Tis a mortal Sin to adminiſter an” Oath to him, 


Who I probably know will Freakit. To which may allude-another wholſome Say= 


Ing, A falſe 04 is damnable, a true Oath dangerous, none at all ſafeſt, Nor is it 
unworthy your Obſervation, That tho? ſome Uſuypers have foinetimes impos d 
their Oaths, yet Ours here 4 By rage eyes or never done it in general: 
» we read not of any Sepben, by Hemy the 4th, or Richard the 

d; nay, Cromwel himſelf like * care d for none if theſe things. And certain- 


Nah e were all in the right, and wiſer than to trouble Mens Conſciences with 
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; wont be-Perpry 3-and-{o would-it we-ikewila, 40 .06- | 


y and Holineſs of his Name, nothing more 


to Hina ne Souls, thin the infringement 


tvolve the Nation in the dreadful Ghilt df 


6-eoihphiin'd of) That if ever that Sajing of the 
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__ Oaths, | 
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bs, which they found ſo 2 4 we of 
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which t a bli no mor 
than ſo many 00 Threads. 


lawful Qaths cou 


| 14 not keep true to their reſpettive Rightful Kg 115 
li 
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0 
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d to Them by any Tye of that Nature.” They knew too th: 
Pity,as well as Juſtice)the Zoya} Refuſers much more efteerd and conſider alle, 


which oftentimes awakenstheir own Party, and brings 00on many a Concern for 


their former Weakneſs. and Miſcarriage.” Upon 
Was, that Dr. Sherlock wonder d the Government 
Conſciences, which would male them hate 
now got | ence, h 
time, when he told a Reverend Prelate, He would be ſacrificed before be took the New 
Oath of Allegiance : And to another he ſaid, He thought if he ſhould take it, he 
Should be tempted to fry bimſelf after be took it. And to ſome Perſons of great 
| Honour, who conſulted him about taking the New Oath, he aid, That whoſoever 
book it, would, without Repentance, as certainly burn in Hell-fite, as that Fire ( gs 
in- 


Lacedunt, I ſuppoſe. it 
ſreubd iinoſe an Gb ripen 2h 


fallib 


ere, grounding (1 preſume) upon the 
e Authority of Rom. 13. And yet 2 Spe ) upon the 


ſee, Sir, or Man has re- 


nounc d that inſpired Doctrine of St. Paul to obtain the Rich Deanery that bears 


his Name. Such Strogglings had he, and many others, before they could over- 
cCome the Dictates of their own Conſciences, which preach'd unto them the 
heinous Nature of Perjury. Think then with your ſelf, Sir, what Condition 

àt one time or other muſt They be in, and what Account they'll have yo give 
at the Dreadful Day, who, by impoſing contradiGory Oaths, have involv d fo vaſt 


a number of Souls in as great Perjury as ever was committed urider the Sun. þ 
be ſtill continued, and upon frequent Occa- 


And this tremendous Guilt will 
ſions repeated, unleſs by demonſtrative Proofs it be made out, that the P. of 
V. was not the legitimate Iſue of the 


Claim to the Sucgeſosn. | | 
Upon which Account, Sir, I do perfectly agree with you, That if that Prince 
be indeed a Cheat, it is abſolutely neceſſary (as we would avoid the violation 
Sf our ſacred Oaths, and inning againſt all Laws, and every Rule of Juſtice J 
Fa Here be a plain and impartial manifeſtatioa made of it; that ſo Mens 
Conſciences af fully ſatisfied, they may yield, not a forc d and conſtrain d, 
Me 206, P 1 


chearful Obedience to the preſent Poſſeſſor. 
Wat 


. * 


oe Happineſs of our Conſtitution and Government conſiſts) be not ſet in a true 
Ttght, is more eaſie ta fore-ſee, than to prevent. For tho? indeed for a while 
the ſuppoſed Impoſture may raiſe thePeoples Zeal, which may vent it ſelf in warm 
and extravagant Aqareſſes ; yet (if not kept np by real Evidence) will pe 
apt to turn to the other Extream, and commiſerate the Go vhick 
Proſecuted with ſo much violence. For the higher Mens Refentments are cat- 
ried, by objeRting the worſt of Crimes, the lower will they, fall, if Truth, and 
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plain Aatter of Fad do not back and maintain hem. 85 
U gon theſe Accounts you expreſs. your earneſt Deſire (and indeed there 


3s infinite Reaſon for it) That the management of this important Affair might. 


. 
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be ſtrictiy inguir'd into, th 
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jar be Frau may be detected, and whap pet 22. 
a 3 . 4 #44, * 144 1 e 4 LI 2 "vw } he „ L. 1 I : 5 


wonld de cb * | 
at ĩt makes (out 


: it for impoſing it. And howſvever he has | 
the Maſtery over his Conſcience, he would do well to remember the ' 


late King, and conſequently has 0 juſt » | 


Incopyeniencies may hereafter enſue, if this Grand Aﬀair (on which | 


which before it 
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I 
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Sacred Peg 0 

15 a es us, Bulk, an 
put the Fur dirt Rell 

0 1 'belp me God, an, by, the, 


pears (yan f. eas a 2 HARD 9 00 is be. pr pu a 1 1 and dit- 
Fr. G if upan a Friovs my calm, a ee Debate and Exa- 
mination, it 2 hae I done, "Men ane 5 be quiet and eaſie in 


their Minds; and thoſe that upon Principles of Conſcience have hitherto ſtood 

out, would ; nom ( That which binder'd being taken away); Unanimouſly come into 
| the Gavernment, and p roye none of the mo uſeleſs Suhjects to = ny 

Bat on the other Ude, N thorow 14 N ir fall appear, \Thabthe 


P. of IV. Was Teally hat leen, his Tit! E "myſt" be acknowtedg'd indi- 
ſputable; and That f e i ina and 8 8 Weg 755 to whionr by the 
3 of Hod and our Coun 0 15 are bound to 


Fiche tho we do 
not ok to perform it : But When our Natural B11 is bound upon us by the 
Fa a Oath, "This i is ſuch a Circumſtance as Wells our Diſobedience 
Res, it infinitely u more heinous: And {fi ure) 
6 &fauſe, if he Would-chink of thofe Yomarka 
our Oaths, and ſhould render them _inviola- 
mtents of this Book]. Which is as much as to 
True, II do not perform all that 1 ſmear, If 


Which vare Seal 0 
fay, ny G 05 Almighty, Bly 


| 0 not inujolably keep this 9 Oath, md religiouſly adhere to that Allegiance ＋ 
' aw do {wear to thine Ancinted, and to bie Lawful Heir 


1 i anon all the ill 
Chee and eee that, may happen 3 "Then Tet. thy Grice and Fa- 


our, thy Ader and thy. Providence, forſake me * "May Thou never hap e here 
2 ae, I oe” me to 0 in this World, and t 123 dams 47 in the 0, Ph 
De. is the plain meaning £ * Thoſe Word, S0. Ip me, God; and ſo dread fal a 


Wich it is, that none, who underſtand and conſider it, would be obnoxious to 


If then (I ſay) the F. of be Legitimate, be is our. 
we are engag d by ſolemn indiſpenſible Gaths to be True and Loyal; from 
which, tis plain, we cant recede without, (what I tremble to think) renoud- 


tent Bonds, never to be been, Kitheus th Ine Penalty of a Jeyere Repentan 0 


Ly 
: 


it for en thouſand Worlds; ; eſpecially ſince, the Oath, i is ſo Declargtory againſt 
any Exgſion or double Meaping, that T ere is no. poſſibility of getting 100 
from the Obligation, di ſorning all Power, either Foreign or Donieſt ict, at Han 
or Abroad, of hurting as well. the Rights as the Perſon % our Lan fü Ho ereigü. 
ichful King, to whom 


cing ou Inte reſt in that Goſpel we; then ki 72 when we ent rech into ti 15 


? 


dan d inyiolable” 957 548 an ee Wh make the 


or eternal Denner, do Sac 
Ties of Duty and Civil Obedience, to our Righful Ri ing And therefore to caſt 
off our Sovereign, that we may keep our Religion, 45 but a weak Plea, and 
will certainly be oyer-rul'd before the Tribunal. 'of Heaven: Which thole 

d Men undęrſtood well, when they took part with the x. 77 Heir, after 
2 death of Edw. 6 ( tho a profeßꝭ d Papiſt), againſt the: Fry Fane. 0 Lealcus ̃ 
Proteſtant ) who was proclaint d QOgeen, and ſer, upon the Throne; for which 
the Security of the Proteſtant Religion was then (as now 7) made ie Pretence. 
Yet no ſooner did the Lady Mary aſſert her Right to the Crown, but her Pro- 
teſtant Subjects (notwithſtanding her well known Averſion to their Religion) 
preſentl united as one Man in the Defence of the Succeſſion... Mt 2; did 5 

retend Religion to bear them out in oppoſition. $f the Lawful Heir. 

Karcfan, a 0 | expect. a Perſecution ;. but, Ukett 
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ve Chril RL and * 9 * 


Sons of their Loyab Mother, the Church of Eugland, they committed: that 
Cauſe to God, and govdernd themſelves by the Rules of his Holy Word, which 


obliges to ſubmit to the Flames of Martyrdom, rather than to be ſtigmatizd 


with the Brand of Rebellin. Accordingly they did their Duty with Meekneſs 
and Patience, and paſſed thro? the Fires of Perſecution to receive the Reward 
of their Fidelity to def of their Loyalty to their Sovereign. Such 
memorable Examples we his many in the late Uſurpation, and ſome in this; 
ſeveral of the Biſhops, and a conſiderable number of the inferiour Clergy, 
who have kept to the avowed Principles of our Church, with their pious Me- 

tropolitan at the Head of them, who (as he often ſaid) had rather ee 
* Lawful Prince, than flouriſh under an Ujurper; and juſt before his righteous Soul 
expir'd, he pray d God would bleſs and preſerve this poor Nation, which by this 
Revolution is almoſt deſtroy' d: And t hat he would bleſs and preſerve the 


King, tile Queen, and the Prince and: in his due time reſtore them to their 


* 2 ce 
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jut and undoubted Rights: 1197 YER 20190 e 35950 22327 ee deat 
A good Title is indeed of Tones And tho*'a Prince of undoubted 
Right may becalt off by the Treachery of his own Subjects; yet his Title 
will fill rule powerfully, poſſeſſing his Peoples Hearts; and how ſtrangely 
(even agdinſt all humane Probability) it has-prevail'd, King Charles the 2d 
im his Eile, Is & late and remarkable Inſtan de. 
And would it not lock like too ſevere and uncharitable a Cenſure upon 


that Print that now wears the Crown (when convinc'd that of Right It belongs 


to Another) to ſuſpect him of leſs Honour, Juſtice, and Conſcience, than Heur- 
gus King of Sparta, a meer Heat hen Prince, in a caſe not much unlike to this; 
who, tho? he came lawfully to the Poſſeſſion of the Crown, yet refusd to keep 
it longer than he was allow d by Law. For the King his Father leaving the 
Kingdom to his Eldeſt Son, and he dying ſoon after, the Right of Succeſſion 


as all Men judę d) reſted in'Zycurgus, and he reign till it was pereaiv'd that 


the Qucen his Siſter- in- Law was with Child, But as ſoon as this appear d, the 
Regnant King delar' d, That the Kingdom belong d to her Iſſue if it provid'a 
Malt; and that he would Adminiſter the Government only as his Guardian 
and Fegent. When the Time of her Labour was come, and he heard ſne was in 
Travel, he ſent ſome to be preſent and obſerve the Birth, with Order, if it were 


à Girl, they ſhould deliver it to the Women ; but if a hy, they ſhould bring it 


to him whatſoever he happen'd to be a doing. It fell out that the Quern Was 


deliver d of a Boy whilſt he was at Supper with the principal Magiſtrates: Eis 


Servants brought the Bey to him whilſt he was at Table; and He, taking Him 


into his Arms, ſaid to Thoſe about him, Behold, my Lords of Sparta, Here it 


your K ing! And having ſuid chis, he laid him down upon the Chair of State,and 
nam'd him Gharilaus, the Joy of the People; becauſe they were ſo much trau- 
ſported at the Birth of the young Prince, and with Admiration at the Nohle 


Mind and Juſtice of -Zyturgus. And if He, who poſſeſſed the Throne with the 


univerſal Approbation and Applauſe of the People, thought That could give 


him no Right againſt the Laws of Nature and Sparta, and-therefore of 


u Sovereigv became a Subject: Can it be decent (Sir) togive ma to the leaſt 
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Sulpieion, chat a Cbviſtian Prince, of ſo celebrateq a Name for -F4ſticeand Reli- 
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on (the great Deſign of whoſe Undertaking, Himſelf Declar'd; was to preſerve 
be Right of Succeſſion, the breaking in upon which ſubvers the . 
of our Government? (For an Hereditary Kingdom is Fœdum inalienabile 23 
Can we, I ſay, doubt ſuch a Prince will act fo far beneath a meer Pagan, as to 
Put by, or not give place to a Legal Succeſſor . when proved ſo) or any longer 
/wear that Crown, which by the Lam of God, of Nature, and the Rong, is now 
- become. Auot hers, and (whatever it might be before) does (upon the Suppoſal 
of the Prince s Legitimacy) undoubtedly ceaſe to be any longer his; and there- 
nough to hoggle at Ferm? ü A F 
Now. This, Sir, being what you ſtick at; viz. That nothing appears but a 
Violent Preſumption of the Prince's Ilegitimacy; and that the P. of 0. himſelf, in 
Mis Declaration offers at no more than a wehement Suſpician, and upon that 
:ground the Birth in queſtion was referr'd by him to the Enquiry of a Legal 
Parliament; and there never yet being any thing done to diſproe it, which, 
vou think, would certainly have been done, had it heen an Impoſture: Theſe 


— ſay, intangle your Thoughts, and give you great dillatisfaction in 
che CGM. 375 | 2 | 


Pd 


hall therefore now proceed to clear this Point, and doubt not to ſet this 
Mork ef Darkneſs in ſo perſpicuous a Light, that you ſhalleafily ſee thro? the Cheat 
aand plainly diſcover the Spuriouſnefs of that Gentleman; whom ſome pretend 
to be the :Lawful Heir of theſe Kingdoms; and then I doubt not but your 
fluctuating Mind will be at reſt. . =_ | o 
nn order to your fuller ſatisfaction, and to avoid the Charge of Partiality, 
1 hall lay before you, iis [2.003 vil 3 if fe Aifes 
1. The trifling Argument of thoſe that defend the Paradox. And then; 
2. Shew you, How, in fix Words, the Loyal Adberers to the - Preſent Go- 
ernment do irrefi agably battle and confate themn. 
1. They ask, when a Matter of Fa# is doubted of, what courſe is to be ta- 
TFen to clear it, and put it beyond all queſtion ? Is it not by Teſtimony? If fo, 
| -whatfullerand more unqueſtionable Teſtimony (ſay They) can be had or de- 
rd, than that which has been produc d in Behalf of the P. of V Ifthe Num- 
ber and Quality of the Witneſſes is to be regarded: If the Depoſing nothing but 
hat their Senſes inform'd *em of, is an Advantage to their Evidence: If the 
Comprehenſiveneſs of an Atteſtation, giving an Anſwer to all Queſtions which 
can be rationally put, is an Argument of Crew6bi;ty: If theſe are the only Re- 
-quifttestofortifiea Teſtimony,and to put it beyond doubt, we have them all. 
For (ay they) moſt of the Deponents are Per ſons of Honour; others are con- 
Hiderable in thoſe reſpective Profeſſions which are proper to the Caſe. The 
8 upon Report. nor give in any ſecond- hand Evidence; but atteſt the 
Truth of what chey Saw and Heard. Their Teſtimony reaches home, and 
runs thro every part of the Queſtion. They ſwear to Circumſtances Before, 
At, and After the Birth. i . ; A 
No (ſay they Ito ſtand ont againſt ſuch Arguments for Satisfaction as theſe, 
is to out- face che Sun, and todiſpute away all the Faith of Mankind. At this 


|| rate we muſt beheve nothing but what we have ſeen our ſelves. If Mi 
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Nen hv of it with an impatient ſcorn, an 
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thus qualify'd, are not ſufficient to command Aſſent and Acquieſcence then; 
dy this Principle, no Court of Juſtice can ſtand any longer, but all Contro- 
verſies muſt be ended by Blows and Blood. 3 : es 
This Fiction was firſt invented, and then ſpread, and ſtill kept up by mere 
obſtinate Malice. And tho' the Scruple (ſay they) was always ſo highly unrea - 
ſonable, that there never was either a good Subject, or a ſen/able Man, that har- 
bour d any doubt in the Caſe (which was the Cauſe why doing any thing for. 

 Publick Sati faction was ſo ſong delay d) yet, to continue it x a the Buſaneſs 
vas ſo throughly ſtann d, after ſuch ungueſtionable Evidence, is Extravaganceand 
Phrenſie almoſt above a Name. e 


„ % - 


In earneſt (ſay they) Is there any Sulject in the Three Kingdoms, that can 
prove his o Birth ſo well as the P. of ? Or that the P. of O. would not be 
troubled to clear his-own, or his late Princeſss Birth, as the Birth of the P. of N. 
is clear'd ? And would he not entertain ( and that juſtly too) theflighteſt Su- 
n, and nogallayy the greateſt 2ehemency to 

ſuſpeF them into the Children of other Mothers, than the Princeſs of Orange; 
Siſter to the late King, and the iptchelſs of Tork bis firſt Wife? 
But they go on, Sir, and ask, If the P. of /. was not born of the Queen, who: 
then was his true Mother? Whoſe Child the Impoſtor was? How and by hom 
it was ſurfeptitioufly brought in 2 Ho the Plot was laid, and the Intrigues car- 
ried on? Who were the cn ver and Managers? What Artiſices were us d 
to amuſe ſome, and delude others? What Improvement of Art and Impoſi- 
tions on Nature, to produce ſuch a Fatherleſs and Motherlefs Child? Theſe 
Queſtions fully anſwer d, would give general Satisfaction: This in all reaſon 
ought to be done. For *tis not a Negative (as ſome have popularly urg d) 
which will not admit of a Proof; but it is an Affirmative, that ought to be 
ainly prov'd before it can obtain Belief. For as he that aſſerts Titius not to 

2e the Son of Caius, does aſſert him to be cke Son of ſome body elſe: S0 till 


the P. of N. be proy'd to be the Son of ſome body elſe, than of the late King 


and Q. Mary his Royal Conſort; twould be the higheſt Injury to Equity ant. 
Common Juſtice, ſince bis Father (not only his life-time, but alſo at his Death) 
own d him for his Lamful Son, for any to pronounce him a Baſtarxde. 
But then (they ſay) This muſt be made out by another ſort of Evidence, than, 
thoſe Letters (that have in them all the Marks of Forgery ) which Fuller, with an 
Impudence page peculiar to himſelf, has endeavour'd to /ham upon the un- 
thinking Mob: A Wretch of ſuch-conſummated Villainy, that he is indeed the Re- 
proach of humane Nature, and a foul Diſgracr even to the Pillory he has ſtood: 
twice vpon! Soabandor'd to Lying, that it is more than forty to one; what he 
fays (eſpecially if he ſwears) in any Matter, is falſe. And therefore in this 
prodigious Calumny, which none but Souls prone to any Wickedneſs, can poſ--  Þ 
ibly' believe, the Depoſitions of a ſtigmatiſed, perjur'd Villain can produce no 
other Effect but Indignation and Abhorrence, in every one that is not (like 
himſelf) quite loſt to all Goodneſs, , —» 5 
Further, Theſe Men deſire to be inform'd, Sir, in what Region or Age there 
ever was ſuch a Hocus- Pocus Trick play d. Nay, (omitting the Authors of 


aſſandra, Grand Cyrus, and Nen in that Claſs of Fancy) They demand, wherhgg. .. | 
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=o durſt for ſname venture on a Plot founded on this impoſſible Suppoſition: 
Thata'Grezt Oucen, living publickly, and after her uſual! manner, in a througed;! 
.prymg, and ſuſpicious Court, was, not only to carry a ffctitious Great" Belly Nine 
Months undiſcover' d; but was alſo with the like Succeſs to be brought to Bed in 
a Chamber crowded with Perſons of both Sexes, and many of them utter Enemies 
do fler and Hers, They ask, how ſuch a thing could be effected, when there 
| would be (in ſpite of Fate) Great Men and Women, that muſt be SpeFators and 

Aﬀors too in the Play, not only of different intereſts and Factions, but that 


baten both Papiſts and Popery, as much as Calvin ot Luther ever did; and perſons 


alſo to whom the Diſcovery would infallibly have been much more advanta- 
geous, than the Concealment ! | As 720-20 ee eee nl 
They ſay, King James was one of the Tendereſt Fathers that any Hiſtory men- 
tions. His Paternal Love towards his Daughters was obſery d by All, in his 
Care of their Education, Marriages, and Provijjons for them: And the Honour 


oohferr'd by him on their D¹ν Houſe, are farther Demonſtrations ' of it. n 


Not a Day (they tell me) pad without ſome new-Expreſſions of his Affectio- 

nate Kindneſs to the Princeſs Am, not only in te and thoſe doubled, and 
in the Night too upon her leaſt Indiſpoſition; but alſo in ſupplying all her 

profuſe Expences upon the leaſt Intimation, notwithſtanding his Frugality 
towards Himſelf, and the great Charges he was at for the Publiotl. Nay, when 
her Husband deſerted Him in the Weft, and ne Went Nobward to countenance 
the Riſing of the Confederate Lords, they tell y, what a Concerni this Beſ of 
Fathers expreſſed for the Danger bis Dear Chiid (fo he call d her even then) ex-! 
pos d ber Hralth to; and that 75 ſbould miſcarry by ſuch a Journey He ſhoul# be 

troubled as long as He lived. Such was his unparaleWd Paternal Love! No-] 
(ſay they) was it poſſible for K. James (a Father of ſo tender Bowels) not only 
to put by (and with ſuch infinite hazard too) both hisDanygbters, lo had re- 


: 3 


* 


tious Brat) any Son He might chance to have by his Queen, who was then young, 
or by a new One if ſhe died: Nor could his conſtant Hunting, and other Mau 
Exerciſes, but aſſure every body of his fill remaining Vigour; Which, even 
ſome years after, appear d in the Birth of à Royal Princeſs, whole Legitimacy was 
never yet queſtion d? Was it 5 Feontinue they) tor the King (of whoſe 
Morality: moſt Men had à good Opini0n,ahd'knew well his Innate Averſion to 
Fraud and Hypocriſie) for ſuch a Alan to comments all on a ſudden, one of the 
greateſt Villains in the World ? Tis His Majeſty's own: Phraſe for Himſelf; upon 
the Suppoſal, that He could be ſo Unnatural to his owꝗn Daughters and Subjetts, 
2 to conſpire with his moſt Vertuous Conſort to Forge a Son and Heir to the 
Crown. e VC NN 
Again, Sir, they ask, Whether the Practick Part were not yet 1 
more impoſſible than what has been already hinted: For there muſt (ſay they) 
have been at leaſt Three or four Women procur d of the utmoſt Fidelity, All with 
Child, and of the ſame Reckoning; who, (when they came near their Time) muſt 
be alſo taken from their Friends and Acquaintance (which could not but oc- 
cahon ſtrange Talk and Diſorder) to be put in Secret Places near the Court; 
lot one or two besides Actidents) might bring forth Daughters: And if they 
af + ps fond . 7 a 
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ceiv d ſuch conſtant Marks of his Tendernefs ; but to diſ inherit (by a ſuppoti- 
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Sarge (9) 
were All to be Ddliverd in their reſpective Puelings, the Cheat could - 
Vet farther, after all theſe inſuperable Difficulties, New Ones 2 
and theſe ſtill greater, muſt neceſſarily have followed. For upon be g © 
- Womans being in Labour, the Queen muſt preſently be ſo too, where: ever 
ſhe were: And if the Child happen'd to be a Female, the whole Scent tnuſt 
be re- acted; that is, deferred till the next Woman cry'd out. Now hen 
Fortune ſhould bring a Boy, it mult be carried with all its ter- Birth, &. 
through a Court (which would have in it for certain many Curious Eyes, do 
What they could) into the Queens Bed, either before ſhe was laid, or 
After. If Before, then the Query is, ELF FC 
Whether a child (were he not in that ſtrange Pickle) could lie under the c 
| Cloaths for Three or Four hours, and neither be'Stzfled nor Coy? If the ka- 
mous Warming-Pan was brought in Afterwards, then the chamber muſt be b 
neceſſarily (as it was) full of Men and Women. And then the Query is, 
How could they place the Creature (a thing to be done with wenderful 
Gentleneſs and Care) in a Bed, if not in the Preſence of Men, yet in the 
open View and Sight of God knows how many Ladies and Women that incom- 
1 — the Queen, and ſtill the Child ( notwithſtanding her Majeſty's mau 
Turnings and ſeeming Throes) was neither to be Smother'd, nor to Cry? ' = | 
Further yet; They ſay, let all this alſo paſs, and let my Lady Sunderland - 7 
| herſelf be miſtaken, that Swore, She forwarded the Birth with her han: But 5 
how can a Child, after ſo long a Stay, come out of the Bed Reaking like one 
nen Born, 48 fo many Proteſtant Doors themſelves ſwore ? Nay, They De- 
pos'd that the Blood came from the very Navel-String, which they gare 
the Child for a Medicine agaihſt Conyulſions. 7 
Vet further; Wellthen(cry they)for once we'll 8 e all the People Then 
and There Preſent turn'd Papiſts; that is to fay, Perſons that will maintain 
any Impoſſibility, if Religion and Intereſt command it : as alſo, That the Com. 
teſſes of Peter bun gh, Sunderland, Roſcommon , Lady Bellaſis, and other greaet 
Proteſtant Peereſſes of the Bed- Chamber, will Diſpenſe with an Oath, and 
Damn themſelves to Secure the Romiſh Religion. Well ſuppoſe too, That 
my Lady Wentworth, Mrs. Bromley, Mrs. Dawſon, with the reſt of the Dref- 
+ Fers, once well known to be molt zealous againſt Popery, will rather: for- 
ſwear themſelves than that Popery ſhould nor be Secur d. Add befides td 
This, That a Croud of Proteſtant Do&ors, Apothecaries,, and other hm J1.eci 
People, are to go to the Devil for Company, lt. 1 
Bout how came it then, (continue They) That the Princeſs. Ann, whom 
the Cheat ſo much Concern'd, both as to Religion and Intereſt, could neither pen. 
cCeive it all along with her cwx Eyes, nor, with thoſe of her Fatthful- Ladies?" 
If ſhe did perceive. it, the Difficulty (ſay they) is harder © For it was 
impoſſible ſhe ſhould be Silent or ' Mealy-moutÞd, who had the Courage and 
the Piety (in Defence of Religion amd Property) to Forſake her Father's Houſe,antl 
to Head an Army againſt his wicked Councellors, as we all know. gl Foe 
Furcher ſtill, (proceed they) Is it not beyond Comprehenſion, if Things 
had been but S»ſpicious, much more if Really ky that not only Adareſſes = 
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| 0 Bade at Home, and Congratulations ſent from Abroad, and ſuch a general 
| Wire the whole Nation was not only Content to Own Him to the 
| Worlds but even in Tranſpotts of Joy and Thankfulneſs, to God Himſelf : | | 
255 that᷑ che Prince and Princeſs of Orange likewiſe (who hazarded their All 
or the Gaſpel and Common Juſtice) ſhould upon the Child's Birth ſend Mon- 
Hei Zulaſtine, as their Ambaſſador, to Viſit and Complement him as P. of M. 
And, Which is yet Stranger, to Inſert Him in the Colle of the Royal Family, . 
and pray, for Him in their own Publick Chappel, ſolemnly Recognizing Him 
as ſuch to Heaven and Earth, to God and Man 7 e den ne 
Nor have theſe Men yet done, Sir; For they add further, and ſay, His 
Birth being Confirm'd by a multitude of Teſtimonies, tis Confirm'd the more; 
becauſe nothing has been done ſince to Diſprove It or Them: They demand, 
Why never any Anſwer was given to that Addreſs deliver'd'to the Conven- 
tion to admit of a thorow Examination of the whole Matter (according to 
Promiſe) whereby I was offered to be proved by ſtill more convineing Cir- 
cumftantiated Teſtimonies? They askx, Why Mr. Aſhton's Papers were never 
ſuffer d to come to Light? Why no Judicial Proceedings have been attempted 
to prove the numerous Proteſtant Ladies as well as Noblemen perjur d, Who, 
till that be done, ſtand upon Record as un- controvertible Witneſſes? Phere ha- 
ving been ſo many Conſcientious Proteſtants of the Beſt Quality Witneſſes of 
His Buth, and more of aH Quzlities, than ever we read of in any Hiftory 32. 
preſent at à Quern of M Labour, clears the Truth (ſay They) makes it? 
Victorions over all jcredulity, and abſolutely Invincible. Eſpeciall y,, 
Since the late Pious King (who through the whole Courſe of his Life lookt 
upon Aypoeriſy as a Vice the molt deteſtable, and whom God has now per- 
teited- by Sufferings, Inſpiring him With Equality and Calmneſs of Mind, with 
admirable Patience and Conſtaty, making his very Croſſes to ſtoop unto 
bim, when his Sabje#s would not,] Since this Brave, Generous and G bod 
tur d Prince-(ſay they) has Confirm d It with his dying Breath; whoſe Death - 
was ſo Edifying and ſo Exemplary, pitying and forgiving his send Subjects, 
and Thoſe that were the more immediate Cauſe of his Afffictions; Recom- 
mending them All with the greateſt Fer vor of Devotion 30 the Divine Mercy 
for Forgiveneſs, and Leaving the World with a full Aſurante'of Hope, That 
| the Led of his Thorny Crown here, would (by the Goodneſs of God, ahdthe 
þ > i Merits of his Sour, who was a King Abdicated by his Subjetfs too) be Infi- 
nnitely Recompenced to Him with an Eternal Glorious One in Heaven, ready 
within afew Minutes to be placed upon his Head. The Man (ſay they) that 
can believe ſuch a Prince could not only Commit ſo horrid a Crime, or be any 
way Concern'd in the Contrivance of ſo Damnable a Yillany (as a Suppoſiti- 
tious Child; but alſo continue under ſuch a preſſing Load of Guilt, Without 
Confeſſion or Remorſe, for 13.years together; and then Dye with ſuch a 
Senſe of Religion, ſuch a Holy Reſignation, with Antepaſts of Heaven in un- 
ſdeatable Comforts and Joys of the Holy Ghoſt + That Man muft (ſure) be for- 
faken of God, and totally poſſeſt with One (or more) of the worſt and moſt 
malicious of all the Apoſtate Spirits. * e Rd Ms nf, 10 
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In ſhort, Sir; They conclude, That if all this Proof does not bring Con- 
viction along with it, cis OHMinacy and Diſaffe@ion, Malice and the Hucheraft 
of Rebellion, which hinder the Operation. Lis want of Houeſty, not of Evi 
dence, which makes the Man an Unbeliever. Thoſe. that talk any thing = ''S 
Dilad vantage of that Prince (they do not ſtick to ſay) muſt be prodigi 

weak or wicked, or both And they conclude the latter Part of the Character 
uſually belongs to ſuch Diſcourſes : For they will not allow any degree of 

Folly can make them innocent, except ſuch a One as will excuſe Blaſphemy it 
ſelf. For conſider, (ſay they) If it be Slanderovs Injuſtice to ſpeak Ill of 
any private Perſon at a venture; What a Degree of Aalignity mult that Ca- 
lummy carry along with it, which flies in the Face. of Uaieſhy, aſperſes,Crown'd- 

Heads with the blackelt and moſt Unprecedented Enormities, Rails a Royal Youth.” 
out of his Right to ſo many Kingdoms, and Murthers the Honour, of Three. 

Princes in a Breath? Now he that reports any thing to the Prejudice of the 
Prince's. Birth, is chargeable (ay tey) with all this horrid Iniquity, Indeed no- 
257 under the plaineſt and moſt undeniable Demonſtration, can excuſe the 
Boldneſs of ſuch a Thought. We may juſtly wonder, that any Man, who does 
not profeſs Atbeiſm, is not afraid to ſpeak, Evil, of Dignities in ſuch foul: In- 
ſtances as theſe. But ſome, People who pretend highly to Chriſtianity, and | 
make a noiſe about Religion, have neither the Honeſty nor the Manners of 
Comman Heathens, and uſe their Sovereign at a much coarſer rate than Ai. 

chael did the Devil; forgetting that Subjection and Obedience even to the worſt 
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PpPrt of Princes, if they be our Lamful Sopereigm, is one of the higheſt Max- 


ims and Rules of thd Chriſtian Religion: And that tis in vain to think erer 
co keep our Religion, Laws and Liberties hen we caſt off our Rigbtful King, WW 
is Appointed by God to be the Father and Defender of them All. And one 
would think the fad Fate of the revolting Rebels that adhered to Jero- 
hoam (that Grand Vſiu per of the Crown of Iſrael) againſt their Rightful Prince, 
ſhould have been a ſufficient Caveat to all ſucceeding Generations. For after 
the People had ſet him up, and He, to Secure Himſelf, had Baniſh'd, Silend c 
or Impriſonid all the old Loyal Prieſts, and Orthodox Clergy,) who kepft 
cloſe to their Allegiance, Five hundred thouſand Choſen- men ingaged in that 
Defection were ſlain in Battle, and the reſt of the People, that from Sub- 
jects firſt became Rebels, were afterwards made Slaves. Thus, by their De- 
ceſſion from their Lawful Sovereign, they loſt their Religion and their God, 
and gain d nothing but a perpetual ſucceſſive Idolatry, and a thouſand Cal 
mities, from which they never did Recover, When Majeſty it ſelf is K 
ſaulted, there can be no Security for private Fortunes; and thoſe that decline 
upon Deſign from the Paths of Equity, will never reſt till they come to the 
Extremity of Injuſtice, that themſelves may be ſafe in their D ſurpations. Be- 
ſides what our own Memories can furniſh us with in the laſt Age, we may | 
Conſult our Chronicles, and they will tell us, when the Succeſſide Right was 


interrupted, though by Perſons of the ſame Regal Line, what Tragedies en- | 


ſued, and what Blood was ſpilt, from Richard the II. to Henry the VI. on- 
ſomuch t hat till two Kings, and one Prince, ten Dukes, Wo Marqueſſes, twen- 
ty one Earls, twenty ſeven Lords, two Viſcounts, one Prior, one Fudge, one 
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England never Gow Happy Days: And ſerting Kings and Princes atide, there 
were more loſt in the 21 


lation of the Hereditary Title (which will hover over all our Uſurpations) 
may yet coſt this already near ruin d Nation: The Happineſs of which (ſay 


Weight of intolerable Taxes, and recover a once floriſhing- but now decay'd 
Trade,: 

our Hereditary Monarchy again reſtored to us, which our wiſe Anceſtors ſet · 
tied, and confirm'd to be the beſt Government for this Kingdom by long Ex- 
perience, as well of the Benefits of it, as by the never-failing Miſeries that 
ever have befallen the Subjects upon the Interruptions of it; If we will Se⸗ 


Royal Martyr, a Nephew of Charles the Merciful, the Son (though of an 


of Liberty of Conſcience, as may be a laſting Bleſſing to the Kingdom, accor- 
ding to the Dying Charge his Royal Fächer left him. This, this (fay they) 


Trade and our Peace, our Plenty and our Wealth; repair the Breaches, and 
heal the Wounds of a Nation bleeding to Death. Nor will the Bleſſing fall 
only vpon our ſelves; but, if once again we were fixed upon the old true 
| Foundation of dur Monarchy, all Europe would ſoon participate of the Hap- 
| pineſs, and the univerſal Peace of Chriſtendom would be the Reſult of it; 
| which, as the Caſe now ſtands, cannot be effected, ſo long as the King is 
kept from his Throne. tat TEL. ears . 
Thus, Sir, reaſon theſe Extrawagant Men; and this large Account I have 


ſent you is, for the moſt part, in their own Words and Expreſſions, which 
l have done to avoid the Charge of Miſrepreſentation, and not ſetting their 


Arguments before yon in their full farce. * | | 
But now you ſhall ſee, Sir, how all they have faid is Anſwer'd (as I told 
Jou) in Six Words, by thoſe Loyal, Wiſe, and Conſcientious Men, that have (ge- 
| -nerovlly overlooking the Dangers of this and the other World) contributed 
dio our proſeut Deliverance, helpt to put and ſtill to continue vs, by their ſteady 
Councils, and prudent Management, in our moſt Happy and Floriſhing Con- 
| dition, from whence it is (not improbably) conjectur'd the long expected 
% Glorions Millennium may Commence. ' | RET nigh 
Was not a P.of W.(anſwer they) for the Advantage of the Papiſts? Are th 
not a Reſtleſs Party? And is there any thing They will not Do or Fenture 
EE PY Fi upon 
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hundred tlürty nine R nights, four hundred twenty one Efquires, Gentlemen 
a vaſt Number, and one hundred thouſand Common Soldiers loſt their Lives, 


| e Joſt jm th ebellion againſt Ring Charles, and not fewer by the 
Revolution. And tis a melanicholy Contemplation to think, what the Vio- 


theſe Men) can never be Retrieved by any other way than that St. Peter tooc 
when he Forſwore his Maſter. If we would be eas'd under the oppreſſive | 


and in datiger to be quite loſt : If we would have the old Laws of 


cure our Religion upon the old Chriſtian Foundation of Loyalty (elſe it is 
Rebellion, which will Damn, not Save us) and preſerve all other Doctrines 
of the Reformation entire, we muſt then return to that Duty to which the 
- Laws of Nature, of God, the Land, and onr own Oaths oblige us: This 
would lay an eternal Obligation upon the K. (who is a Grand-child of the 


- njurd, yet) a Forgiving Father, and an Engliih- man born) to maintain and 
protect the Church of England, and procure ſuch a Parliamentary Settlement 


is the only Method by which we may Recover our ſelves, bring back our 


*P upon for the Advancement of their Religion? AN Men know what Difpenſa» 
* tions they have; and how indefatigable they are in propagating their Cheats 
and how Subtilly they always 3 to Amuſe and Confound poor Pro- 
\ teſtants. The Piety of the late King's Children is apparent, in that they wav'd 
3 the Blackening of a Father, as ſuch Secret Adlious, as this of a falſe P. of W. and 
the League with France, muſt needs do, wheg made publick to the World. And 
therefore the Wiſe P. of O. did not(upon Sgeond Thoughts) conceive it fit to 
refer the Birth to the Ehquiry of a Parliament, as he promiſed at firſt ; but 
- contenting himſelf with the Crown only, did, by his prudent Silence, fave (as 
much as inhim lay) the Reputation of his Fathga. Wien to a good Prince is 
more Valuable than a Throne. And indeed, what would have been more Ri- 
dicutous, and below the Wiſdom of the Nation, and Grandeur of a Parliament. 
than in time of great and weighty Buſineſs to Debate, and then Vote (Nemine Con- |, 
tradicente) Tis Day at Mon. 5 3j 
Thus, Sir, Þ have endeavour'd for your Satisfaction in this great Point, to 
lay before you the Arguments for and againſt the Legitimacy of the P. of . 
not doubting hut you will impartially weigh the Reaſons on both Sides, with- 
blut being brajYPd by any Secular Regarq; againſt the [ntereſt of Truth and Righ- 
f teouſneſs, by which all Mankind muſt Stand or Fall at 140 And if you find 
| that the Law of God, and the Kingdom, and-your old Oath of Aging (n 
Oath which can receive no Diſpenſation nor Abſoſution from what Powey. ſo: 
ever) do bind you to our preſent Glorious: Deliverer, you will then have | 
the ſame Reſentments of the French King's Owning another to be the So . - 
reign of Great Britain, as the City of London (ſo Renown'd for Loyalty to Rumps 
and Protecters, de Fure's and de Fatto's, and all ſorts of Uppermoſts,) and 
other Corporations, have ſo Dutifully expreſs'd in their reſpective Addreſſes 
to th&preſent Poſſeſſor, and maintain his Juſt Right at the Expence of your 4 
Life as well as of your Fortune. 2 5 os 
But, on the other Side, If you find, that by the Fundamental Law of our 
Engliſh Monarchy, our Kings do hold their Crowns' by no other Tenure than 
3 1 p of Blood : and-that by this Supreme and Inviolable 
Law, the Right of Succeſſion cannot be 1 1 
transferred 2 other, than the Right in de Reign of Hen. 6. the whole 
= a 2 | ecrage aſſembled in Parliament, of 
Heir to whom it does juſtly belong; and that Prince his own Calling; being 
that by this Fundament al Law all the Acts made ſenſible of their Error, abd the 
of Parliament that impeach the Succeſſion are, Injuſtice of their Anceſtors, in Depoſing 
without more ado, Null and Void in Law, Ne. 2, and fetting up Hen. 4. Declared 
As that AQt of Parliament for Entailing the 2 Dake of Torks Claim, by 
: | f ireh rig be and Proximity of Blood, 
Crows upon Hen. 4. and the Heirs of his that bis Title could not be defeated. 
| Body begotten, in Prejudice of the Houſe bit that the Crown of Right belong d 
| of Tork, was of no Force to hinder Edw, 4, to Him. 218 . 
from ſucceeding; to the Crown: If, I ſay 1 . wh a 
our Kings do claim by Lineal Succeſſion, ac- dr 4 den en pe 
eording to the Proximity of Blood, and that G 5 2 bis 52 TR EIS 
upon the Death of him who actually Reigns, natural iu it felf, may be ſeen in the 
the next Immediate and Lawful Heir, with- Printed Statutes of that Reign. 
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And the Lords and Common of that” out expecting the Conſent either of Peers or 
Conveneton which called Home King, People, does by a + juſt and plenary Right 

CONTI II. — 1iLuggraah 1 ſucceed, not only as his Father's Heir, but: | 

2 e in J Proclama. às the Lawfol Governor of the People, and 
tiôn dig declare, That his Majeſty's às Lord of the whole Kingdom, -not by any 
Reg hes and Hiries to his Kingdoms were ww (me of any Men, but by the Condition 

0 


every way complete by the Death of of his Birth, and the Donation of his God - 
* Neyal Father, without the Cere- 


| e. If no Law or Act of Parliament can alter or 
r. Solemmity of Proclamatio the a” us 
| = 3 a+ ob i Crawk of % divert, interrupt or ſuſpend, this Right of 
Kingdom did, by inherent Birtheright,” Succeſſion , Which the Univer/ty of Cam- 
- deſcend to Him, as next Lmeal and bridge (however their Judgment may beal- 
Regheful Heir of the Blood Royal. ter d now) did, in their Addreſs to King 
5 5 Charles II. at New-market, Sept. 18. 1681. 
declare, That our Kings derive not their Titles from the People, but from God; 
That to Him only they are Accountable ; That it belongs not to Subjects either to 
Create or Cenſure, but to Honour and Obey their Sovereign. ho comes to be ſo 
by a Fundamental Pereditarp Right of Succefſion; which no Religion, no Lam; 
no Fault or Forfeiture, can Alter or Diminiſu. And conſonant to which; the 
Univerſity of Oxford, Fuly 24. 1683. amongſt other Seditious Poſitions, Con- 
demn'd This, That Proximity of Blood and Birth- right give no Title to Rule or 
Government, and that it is Lawful to preclude the next Heir from his Kight and 
Seceſſion to the Crown, - If this then be the Fundamental and Unalterable 
Law of the Realm, that our Kings claim by Birth-right, and Proximity of 
Blood, (and it they did not, What Pretence was there for a Bill of Exclu- 
fon in King Charles II. Reign? Which AQ, had it paſſed, could have been 
of no Validity and therefore they were ſo zealous to back it with an 
Act for afl "Hſſeciation:) I ſhall leave the Conſequence, whichals un- 
avoidable from the Premiſſes, viz. That the Crown of England can't be 
diſpos'd of by the Vill of the People, or their Repreſentatives, but only by 
the Will of God, who, in that very Moment; calls the Lamful Heir to the 
Crown, wherein he is pleas'd to put a Period to the Life of his Fredeceſſor. 
And that this Succeſſion can't be alter'd, without involving the Subjects 
(who by Lam, Duty and llegiance, are bound to obey the next Immediate 
and Lawful Heir). in Perjury and Rebellion, This uncleniable Conſequent, I 
ſhall leave (Sir) to pour Conliderdrinds „ who, I dare day; do not think 
Truth too clear a Purchaſe at any Rate, eſpecially Such as muſt govern: our 
Practice in order to another World, . in Which if wðe fail, whatever we may 
poſſibly gain Here, we ſhall looſe our Souls Hereafter. Pis certain no 
worldly Iatereſt can be a ſufficient Counterpotze to our Duty; and he that 
will recede from Truth, and break God's Commands, becauſe it is for his 
Secular Advantage, can at the. beft but make that Fooliſh Bargain in the 
SGoſpel, to gain th whole World, ami, in Exchange for his Purchace, to loſe: bis 
en Foul. And therefore no Fear or melancholy Pfevition of Tempor 1 Dan- 
gers, muſt divert us from a Duty which looks fo direftly forward to Eter- 
nity, as this of Obedience and Subjoction to Rightful Power does, which, whoſo- 
ever reſiſts, does it upon the peril} of Damnation. And the ſame 2 1 
TIE | 3 , . of | 
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of our Holy Religion, which oblige us to adhere to dur Rightful Soe. 
reign, do likewiſe forhid.us. to engage our ſelves to a Uſurpd Power, or 
yield Allegiance to Tuch as are not Lawful Kings: Which is plain from that 
Rule given by all Divines in ex poundiag the Moral Law; viz. That poſitive: 

Precepts do imply and enjoin Negative Duties As we muſt Honour our Fa- 

thers and our Sovereigns with the Honour of Obedience and Allegiance, ſo are we 


* 
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by the ſame Frecept forbidden to Honour fach as are not our Lawful Rulers 
and Governors, but Uſurpers and Vnjuſt Poſſeſſei rn. 
*Tis not in the Peoples Chorce to appoint whom they pleafe to Reign over 
them; nor can they put Princes by their Juſt Rights, which God, Nature, and 
the Laws of the Land have ſettled upon them. So long therefore as there 
is any Perſon of the Royal Line, to whom by the Courſe of Succeſſion the 
Cromn does of Right belong, ſo long we ſhall be bound in Conſcience to be 
in Subjection. This is a Truth from which we muſt not depart for any | 
| Intereſt or Security. And I could produce Inſtances, even in our own Ring- 
85 dom, how much Men in Former Ages, as well as Nom, have been diſappoin- 
| ted, who have gone abont to Cover with a Covering, but not of God, 'to pro- 
vide for their own Security, as not daring to truſt the Iſſue with God. But 
however it may happen in this World, Duty and Obedience will not fail 
of a good Event in the other. And therefore, Sir, 5 the Suppoſal f 
the Prince's Legitimacy, if we ſhonld ſuffer the greateſt Severities, for re- 
fuſing the Solemm Perjury injoin'd by the preſent Poſſeſſor, chaſe rather to 
| let hum make Havock of our Goods than our Conſciences ;, ſuch Spoils would 
= indced be Monuments of his Rapine, but of our Piety, and will plead 'our 
| Innocence before Him, Who will not hold them guiltleſs that take bis Name in 
Pain; Nay, ſuppoſe the worſt, that our Blood ſhould be pour'd out upon 
— that Account, *twill be an acceptable Sacrifice to him, who has commanded 
| our SubjetZon to Riphtful powers: For they that dye upon the Fifth Com 
| ments, ſhall have the Rewards af Martyrdom, as well as thoſe that lay down 
their Lives for any Article of their Creed; the fame Authority having re-" 
quir'd our Obedience to the One, that exacts our Faith of the Otier. 
But under the Preſent Government, I think, Sir, there is no great Reaſon 
to be apprehenſive of any ſuch Severities, to thoſe that peaceably Diſſent, 
and can't comply with it, meerly out of Principles of Conſcience ; ſince the 
P. of O. in his Declaration, ſolemnly affirms That t cover all Men. from 
Perſecution, even Papiſts themſelves not exempted ; for their Conſcieuces was one 
great End of his Undertaking. And indeed Why ſhould any Power perſecute 
People meerly becauſe they are willing to go to Heaven, and are afraid of 
being Damn d? There is certainly no Prince (tho he may unjuſtly poſſeſs a 
Throne) if he have any Spark of Honour or Generoſity in him, and unleſs his 
5 Temper be as Ill as his Title, that will ever be perſwaded to ſacrifice ſuch 
Perſons to Rage and Reſent ment: Not only, becauſe (as One well obſerves)" 
fuch ſort of Revenges look uncredit ably and mean, but becauſe he knows bis Intereſt 
not declin'd out of Humour or Animoſity, but only upon the Score of Principles and Duty. 
| God grant that no worldly Fear may ever fo far prevail, as to engage us 
in a State of Life againſt our Duty; but, preſerving our Integrity and Loyalty - 
. | | intire 
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iutire, by a reſolute and conſcientions adhering to the Fundamental Laws of our 

Monarchy, and the undoubted Dodrines and Canons ot our Church (which ab- 
hors Treaſon and Per jury, as well as Idalatry, and forbids any moral Evii for 2 | 

good End, or with a good Intention) we may in thoſe Paths of Truth and Righ- 

Righteouſneſs paſs through all the Changes and Revolutions Here, to his Hea- 
yenly Kingdom. 3 
To whoſe Gracious Guidance and Protection, I humbly recommend yon, 
as being, r | | F 3 

King ſtreet, London, Your Obliged, Afectionate Friend and Servant, : 
Nov.7.1701. | 5 | . 
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it not, Hoſ. 8. 4. | 
There came Wiſe Men from the Eaſt to Jeruſalem ;, ſaying, Where is He that is 


They have ſet up Kings, but not by me; they bave made Princes, and . 


Bo2n King of the Jews? Matth. 2. 2, 3. A 
That Pretence, that after a Lawful Sovereign is eſtabliſhed, the Power ſtill re- 
mains in the People (in the Diffuſed Body of them, or in their Repreſentatives) to 
alter the Government as they pleaſe « It 1s in veſpe of Policy and Government, 
what the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt is to Religion: It deſtroys the Foundations of the 
Peace and Safety of Men, and makes that to be the Artifice of Man, which is the 
- Ordinance of God. Dr. Seth Hard Biſhop of Sarum.  _ . 
If it be a Foreign Prince that oppoſes our & ing, he is a Robber ;, and unjuſt, to in- 
wade his Neighbours Right 1 If be be a Subject wbo riſes againſt his Sovereign, be 
has renounc'd Chriſtianity with bis Allegiance, and is 10 be eſteem d a Troubles of 
| + Iſrael ——— Whoſeever they be that are Enemies to the King, or whatſoever the 
Pretence be, we wiſh they may never proſper in that black Impiety of Unjuſt Invaſion, 
oer Unchriſtian Rebellion, Dr. Comber on the ColleR for the King. 
Providence does not found any Right of Dominion, but only. ſhews, that when God 
dxaſes to make uſe of Perſons as Scourges, be gives them S ucceſs above their Hopes; 
| bust Succeſs gives them no Right. Dr. Stillingfleet's Sermon befor the Commons, 
LE Nev. 13. 187 re. 3 G 5 
o Conuunitiwe of Circumſtances whatſoever can make that Expedient to be done 
I: - * Gs > a 
at any time, that is in it ſelf aud in the kind Unlawful For a Man to take up. 


* 


ems (Offenſrue or Beſenſive -agamſt a Lamful Sovereign, may not be done x 
any Man at any I ime, in am Caſe, upon am Colour or Pretenſiom whatſoever . Not 

for the Maintenance f the Lives and Liberties of our ſelves, or others; not for the 

Defence of Religion, #or abe Preſervation of a Church or State; no, nor yet (if that 

| cold be imagim d goſfible )- for the Salvation of a Soul, no not for the Redemption 

| of the nhole World, Biſhop Sanderſor's 12 Serm. ad Autam. , 

| _ Conſtancy io the Faith, an Fidelity to the Crown, are the Two inſeparable Notes 
of a genuine Son f the Church of England, Dr. Dove's Serm. before the Sons 
of the Clergy, 1687. > i | | 

| Ia Kingdom deſcend by Succeſſion, an Ad of Alienation is it ſelf null, Grot. 

de jur. tell. & Pacis, Lib. 1. Cap. 4. Set. 9. 5 | 
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